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Howell Cheney Technical High School takes part in the Accelerated Reader 

Independent Reading program.  The more that students read, the higher their 
level of success in high school.  Reading is something that never ends during 
our lifetime, and we at Cheney Tech hope to instill a culture of reading in our 

school and in all of our students. Each Cheney Tech student MUST read 2 
books this summer from the list below.  The first book is a title selected for 

students at their grade level.   
          
Grade 9:  Woodsong by Gary Paulsen   

  
Gary Paulsen, three-time Newbery Honor author, is no stranger to 
adventure. He has flown off the back of a dogsled and down a frozen 
waterfall to near disaster, and waited for a giant bear to seal his fate with 
one slap of a claw. He has led a team of sled dogs toward the Alaskan 
Mountain Range in an Iditarod -- the grueling, 1,180-mile dogsled race -- 
hallucinating from lack of sleep, but he determined to finish.  

 
 
 

 
Grade 10:  Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
  
Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder. A Harlem drugstore 
owner was shot and killed in his store, and the word is that Steve served 
as the lookout. 

Guilty or innocent, Steve becomes a pawn in the hands of "the system," 
cluttered with cynical authority figures and unscrupulous inmates, who 
will turn in anyone to shorten their own sentences. For the first time, 

Steve is forced to think about who he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all the 
tomorrows of his life. 

As a way of coping with the horrific events that entangle him, Steve, an amateur 
filmmaker, decides to transcribe his trial into a script, just like in the movies. He writes it 
all down, scene by scene, the story of how his whole life was turned around in an instant. 
But despite his efforts, reality is blurred and his vision obscured until he can no longer tell 
who he is or what the truth is. This compelling novel is Walter Dean Myers's writing at its 
best. 

 
 
 



 
 

Grade 11:  Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers 
  
Robin "Birdy" Perry, a new army recruit from Harlem, isn't quite sure 
why he joined the army, but he's sure where he's headed: Iraq. Birdy 
and the others in the Civilian Affairs Battalion are supposed to help 
secure and stabilize the country and successfully interact with the 
Iraqi people. Officially, the code name for their maneuvers is Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. But the young men and women in the CA unit have a 
simpler name for it:  WAR 
 
 

 
 
Grade 12:  Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer 
  
A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but 
journalist-mountaineer Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt. 
Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a murderous storm was 
bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives and 
left countless more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, 
would also provide the impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic 
account of the May 1996 disaster. 
  
 

 
 
 
 

The second book can be any from the list of 9 books below. 
  

1. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
  
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she 
attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr 
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands 
of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a 
thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in 
Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. 
What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person 
alive who can answer that is Starr. 

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also 
endanger her life. 

 

 

 



 

2. The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Change 
Their Lives by Dashka Slater  

One teenager in a skirt.  
One teenager with a lighter. 
One moment that changes both of their lives forever. 

If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high 
school students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, 
but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills 
and attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued 
flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere 
eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a single reckless act 
left Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life 
imprisonment. The case garnered international attention, thrusting both teenagers into 
the spotlight. 

 
 
3. The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 
  
Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not 
destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of 
girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in 
love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being 
deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story. 
 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my 
parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I 

see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me think that fate has 
something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us. 
 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million 
futures lie before us. Which one will come true?  
 
 

4. Breaking Night: Homeless to Harvard by Liz Murray 
 
Liz Murray was born to loving but drug-addicted parents in the Bronx. In 
school she was taunted for her dirty clothing and lice-infested hair, 
eventually skipping so many classes that she was put into a girls' home. 
At age fifteen, Liz found herself on the streets when her family finally 
unraveled. She learned to scrape by, foraging for food and riding subways 
all night to have a warm place to sleep.  
 
When Liz's mother died of AIDS, she decided to take control of her own 

destiny and go back to high school, often completing her assignments in the hallways and 
subway stations where she slept. Liz squeezed four years of high school into two, while 
homeless; won a New York Times scholarship; and made it into the Ivy League. Breaking 
Night is an unforgettable and beautifully written story of one young woman's indomitable 
spirit to survive and prevail, against all odds 
  
 



 
5. The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 
  
The Bean Trees is bestselling author Barbara Kingsolver’s first novel, now 
widely regarded as a modern classic. It is the charming, engrossing tale of 
rural Kentucky native Taylor Greer, who only wants to get away from her 
roots and avoid getting pregnant. She succeeds, but inherits a 3-year-old 
native-American little girl named Turtle along the way, and together, from 
Oklahoma to Tucson, Arizona, half-Cherokee Taylor and her charge search 

for a new life in the West. 
 
 

 
6. Faking Normal by Courtney Stevens 
  
Alexi Littrell hasn’t told anyone what happened to her over the summer by 
her backyard pool. Instead, she hides in her closet, counts the slats in the 
air vent, and compulsively scratches the back of her neck, trying to make 
the outside hurt more than the inside does—and deal with the trauma. 

When Bodee Lennox—“the Kool-Aid Kid”—moves in with the Littrells after 
a family tragedy, Alexi discovers an unlikely friend in this quiet, awkward 
boy who has secrets of his own. As their friendship grows, Alexi gives him 

the strength to deal with his past, and Bodee helps her summon the courage to find her 
voice and speak up about the rape that has changed the course of her life. 
 
 

 
7. We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
  
A beautiful and distinguished family. 
A private island. 
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. 
A revolution. An accident. A secret. 
Lies upon lies. 
True love. 
The truth. 

 
 

 
8. Walkabout by James Vance Marshall 
 
A plane crashes in the vast Northern Territory of Australia, and the only 
survivors are two children from Charleston, South Carolina, on their way 
to visit their uncle in Adelaide. Mary and her younger brother, Peter, set 
out on foot, lost in the vast, hot Australian outback. They are saved by a 
chance meeting with an unnamed Aboriginal boy on walkabout. He looks 
after the two strange white children and shows them how to find food and 
water in the wilderness, and yet, for all that, Mary is filled with distrust. 
 
 

 



 
 
 

9. The Compound by S.A. Bodeen 

 
Eli and his family have lived in the underground Compound for six years. 
The world they knew is gone, and they've become accustomed to their new 
life. Accustomed, but not happy. No amount of luxury can stifle the dull 
routine of living in the same place, with only his two sisters, only his father 
and mother, doing the same thing day after day after day. As problems with 
their carefully planned existence threaten to destroy their sanctuary―and 
their sanity―Eli can't help but wonder if he'd rather take his chances 

outside. Eli's father built the Compound to keep them safe. But are they safe―really? 

 
 
GRADING 
When students return to school, the 2 books should have been read.  Students will complete a 
quiz on both of the books when they return to school.  Some instructors will take students to the 
LMC to take the quizzes.  Other instructors will wait until chromebooks have been given out to 
have students complete the quizzes.  Since there is no way of knowing the exact date quizzes 
will need to be taken, students should be prepared and complete their reading prior to the first 
day of school. All quizzes will be taken by students before September 15th. 
  
In order for students to do well on the quizzes on the summer reading books, it is recommended 
that students finish reading the books closer to the start of the school year, so the material is 
fresh in their minds. It is also recommended that students take notes while reading the book on 
each chapter, including details on plot, main characters, and important scenes that help explain 
the story.  Students will be allowed to use their notes while taking the quiz. 
  
 


